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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - . 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

2. Claims 1-7, 9-1 1 and 13-22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
McGivern et al. U.S. Patent 5,748,466. Regarding claim 1, McGivern discloses an electronic 
irrigation controller comprising: a controller housing (Fig. 2); a microprocessor disposed on said 
controller housing (col. 5, lines 56-66); an input device operable to selectively change an 
irrigation control mode of said microprocessor (col. 4, lines 13-22 and 36-50); a first electronic 
display having energizable indicia corresponding to each selected irrigation control mode of said 
input device (col. 11, lines 19-27; Fig. 3, #96); a second electronic display having energizable 
indicia corresponding to programming information for each irrigation control mode indicated on 
said first electronic display (col. 4, lines 24-35; Fig. 3, #94) and, said energizable indicia of said 
first electronic display being the sole visual indicator of said selected irrigation control mode of 
said input device (Fig. 3, #96). The Examiner interprets McGivern's various programs that can 
be selected as "control modes" (col. 11, lines 19-27). McGivern's multiple parameters shown on 
the screen is interpreted by the Examiner as multiple displays (Fig. 3, #90, 92, 94, 96, 98, 100, 
102 and 104). McGivern justifies this interpretation by disclosing segmenting the screen into 
display blocks (col. 4, lines 30-35), thus teaching multiple electronic displays. 
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Regarding claims 2-7, McGivern discloses the irrigation controller of claim 1 , wherein 
said second electronic display is a virtual dial (Fig. 3, #94, 1 14, 1 15). The Examiner interprets 
the L.E.D. symbol (Fig. 3, #94) as simulating the indicator of the dial and the key buttons (Fig. 3, 
#1 14 and 1 16) simulating the knob of the dial. Together they act as a virtual dial. McGivern 
discloses the irrigation controller of claim 1 wherein said second electronic display further 
includes energizable indicia corresponding to a plurality of irrigation programs programmable by 
said controller (Fig. 3, #94). McGivern discloses the irrigation controller of claim 1, wherein said 
second electronic display is a liquid crystal display (col. 4, lines 23-26) or comprises 
multiple L.E.D.s (col. 4, lines 28-30). McGivern discloses the irrigation controller of claim 1, 
wherein said controller housing includes control text proximately applied to said second 
electronic display; said control text conveying each available irrigation control mode (col. 10, 
lines 15-28; Fig. 3, #98). McGivern discloses the irrigation controller of claim 1, wherein said 
controller housing has a front surface that is substantially flat (Fig. 2). 

Regarding claim 9-11,13 and 14, McGivern discloses an irrigation controller comprising; 
a programmable processing unit operable to execute an irrigation program (col. 5, lines 24-30 
and 56-66); an input surface connected to said processing unit, said input surface operable to 
cause a change in a control state of said processing unit (col. 4, lines 13-22); an electronic 
display operatively connected to said processing unit and said input surface so as to display a 
current control state of said processing unit (Fig. 3, #66); and, said electronic display being sized 
and shaped to simulate a mechanical rotary dial on a face of said controller (Fig. 2, #80). The 
Examiner interprets the control panel as the electronic display (Fig. 3, #66). McGivern' s keypad 
is part of the display and is sized/shaped similar to a dial (Fig. 2, #80). The combination of the 
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keypad and screen (Fig. 3, #68) simulate the functionality of a mechanical rotary dial. McGivern 
discloses the irrigation controller of claim 9, wherein said input surface is a push button (col. 4, 
lines 36-50). McGivern discloses the irrigation controller of claim 9, wherein said electronic 
display is a liquid crystal display (col. 4, lines 23-26). McGivern discloses the irrigation 
controller of claim 10, wherein said electronic display includes energizable indicia corresponding 
to each of a possible control state of said processing unit (Fig. 3, #96). McGivern discloses the 
irrigation controller of claim 10 wherein said electronic display includes energizable indicia 
corresponding to each of a plurality of programmable irrigation programs (Fig. 3, #94). 

Regarding claim 15, McGivern discloses a method of programming an irrigation system 
comprising; providing an electronic irrigation controller having an electronic display with 
energizable indicia corresponding to a selected control state and to a selected watering program 
of said controller (col. 11, lines 19-27; Fig. 3, #96); selecting a first watering program for 
programming; observing the selection of said first watering program in said electronic display; 
electronically selecting a first control state of said controller and observing corresponding 
energized indicia in said electronic display (Fig. 3, #90) inputting program parameters 
corresponding to said selected first control state into said controller (col. 10, lines 3-14); 
electronically selecting a second control state of said controller and observing corresponding 
energized indicia in said electronic display (Fig. 3, #94); inputting program parameters 
corresponding to said selected second control state into said controller (col. 10, lines 29-41) 
continuing the selecting of control states and the inputting of program parameters until 
programming of said first watering program is substantially complete (col. 10, lines 61-67). 
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Regarding claims 16-19, McGivern discloses a method according to claim 15, further 
comprising the selecting of a second watering program for programming wherein said selecting 
of said second watering program automatically entails the selection of said first control state for . 
said second watering program (col. 9, lines 52-61). McGivern teaches that the programs can be 
stored and are user-defined, so having the first control state for the second watering program can 
easily be accomplished if the user wanted the second program to have the same start 
time/zone/runtime/etc. McGivern discloses a method according to claim 16, wherein the 
selecting of said second watering program and the automatic selection of said first control state 
for said second watering program includes observing corresponding energized indicia in said 
electronic display (Fig. 3, #90, 92, 94). McGivern discloses a method according to claim 15, 
wherein the selected first control state is the state governing a run time of each irrigation station 
of said first watering program (col. 10, lines 3-14 and 31-41). McGivern discloses a method 
according to claim 16, wherein the first control state is the state governing a run time of each 
irrigation station (col. 10, lines 3-14 and 31-41). 

Regarding claims 20-22, McGivern discloses a method according to claim 15, wherein 
the observing of said energizable indicia includes observing energized portions of a display that 
simulates a mechanical dial (see claim 15 rejection). McGivern discloses a method according to 
claim 20, wherein the observing of said energizable indicia includes observing energized 
portions of a liquid crystal display (col. 4, lines 23-26). McGivern discloses a method according 
to claim 20, wherein the observing of said energizalbe indicia includes observing energized 
L.E.D.'S (col. 4, lines 28-30). 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

3. Claims 8 and 12 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but would 
be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base claim 
and any intervening claims. 



Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Charles R. Kasenge whose telephone number is 571 272-3743. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday, 8:30-5 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Leo Picard can be reached on 571 272-3749. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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